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@flowhk

Hi Twitter! We are calling for short stories from foreigners about their
first HK-related encounters for the next issue of our magazine! We'd
like to know: when was the first time ever that you heard of/noticed a
place called #HongKong? Please RT and leave your stories below!
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In 1984 (7 years old) | met my first foreign
friend. It was Kong Siu Hong and he was a
seaman from Hong Kong. In 1997 | landed in
the old airport of Hong Kong - it was
incredible with all the sky scrapers and | was
truly amazed. | had to join my first ship as a
deck cadet.

7:41AM - 4 Mar 2021

* WarsawTokyoLondon
London

| transited through in Oct ‘95 at the wish of
my mother who wanted me to see it before it
“returned”. Stayed at a cheap hotel in
Kowloon and wondered the city in the sticky
humidity, blown away by the always on,
always busy, always hustling energy of the

‘ Kenneth Chapman
17

Replying to @fowhk
My church asked me to work there for 2
years. | had heard of the city before in the
news (I went there 2 1/2 years after the
turnover) but never gave it much thought
until then.

11:15 PM - 11 Mar 2021

. Phil McCaverty

watching Enter the Dragon in the early 80's
as a youngster - then coming to visit for the
first time 1995 was like walking into a movie
set. After moving here permanently in 2006, |
hunted down all the film locations | had seen
back then.
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403PM-

Graeme Hall
ahongkonggraeme

R
Not the first time | was aware of HK, but the
first time | visited was May 1991 after
travelling by train from Moscow. | arrived late
one night and stayed in Mongkok - quite an
eye-opener. | never imagined that 2 years
later | would return to HK and call it home for
17 years.

11:52AM - 3 Mar 2021

SN B IR

>

On clothing labels and on toys. It somehow
looked like @ magical word / place to a young
kid learning to read. Where was this
mysterious place, how big is the world?

6:20 PM - 3 Mar 2021

o Hong Kong Will

HK appeared on many of my toys as a kid
and was a bit of an enigma. How could it be
just a dot and a name on the globe and
nothing more? How could my toys come
from there? It didn't seem like a real country,
what was HK | wondered.

China to study. On the Star Ferry, asking a
whitey if we were going from the island to the
peninsula, or the other way round. Never
expected I'd be the whitey answering such
questions one day. View from the ferry fills
my heart to this day



Luisetta Mudie
Q-

Replying to @flowhk

When | was born it was snowing. My mother
asked a HK-born nurse how to say snow in
her language, thinking it could be a name.
She couldn't pronounce or remember it, so |
spent my childhood wondering how to say
snow in Canto, not having the courage to
ask at the local takeaway.

Finally found out as part of Modern Chinese
Studies degree at Leeds.Always wanted to
learn Chinese but that desire was driven by
hearing Cantonese in early life, not
Mandarin.

@ iy suhome
1/ 1 arrived in HK as a 27-year old
backpacker in February 1994, on a world trip
that took me (grew up in Germany) to the
US, Guatemala, Hawaii, the Philippines,
Taiwan.. Took the bus from Kai Tak to TST
and stayed at Chung King Mansions.

2/Tried hard to find a job as | had run out of
$$$..one night | stumbled into a German bar
(Schnurrbart on Prat Ave), where | met a guy
who ran a freight forwarding co. Ended up
working there in sales, and founded my own
company in that industry in 1998.

3/ Together with my partner, we grew that
company across Asia and went public, finally
sold the company. | moved to the US in
2013.

Just telling you all this to show what a
magical and amazing place HK used to be!

2:11 PM - 11 Mar 2021

. Jamesss?m Following

My first and only visit was for a week in May
2019. It was hot and very humid that week,
so | didn’t do as much as | hoped, but | was
indescribably fascinated with the city and left
wanting to come back and learn more about
HK. 2-3 weeks later, the protests started.

446 PM - 16 Mar 2021

I was exposed to the Hong Kong culture
through family and relatives since | was very
young and dreamt of one day | could live in
Hong Kong. The first time | was free to
explore Hong Kong by myself, | hopped on a
train from Sheung Wan to Chai Wan. The
buildings 1/2 both old and modern, are there
to tell me the Hong Kong's stories.

The diversity of the architectural styles along
the ride is just fascinating. Hong Kong is a
tiny city in size but huge in the contents. So
much going on, so vibrant, and so
interesting. | fucking love Hong Kong!

1105 PM-3 W

Replying

My first view of Hol ong was out a plane
window as we flew into Kai Tak in 1983.
Flying among the washing hanging from the
buildings, | made eye contact with a man in a
window and | knew this was a place | would
want to keep coming to forever.

That first trip, we went up the Peal River
into the PRC. Later, from '88 to '90 when
Trevor Watson and | were correspondents in
Beijing, Hong Kong was another home -
brilliant, thrilling, ever-changing like no other
city. We visit whenever we can and hold it in
our hearts.

‘ 21 Revolution

Reply i an a
Don't remember when | first heard of it, but
my first visit there was in 2016. One
profound memory was how | felt safe going
back to my hotel alone after shopping even
past midnight.

most important trips of my life. At the time |
was working towards a career in human
rights, it was November 2019.1 had been
following the events of the summer very
closely and had the opportunity to go myself.

| ended up making the trip completely alone
with 0 contacts locally. | landed in the
morning, extremely jet lagged, alone and
woefully unprepared. What started as a
simple "human rights trip", turned into a
discovery of Hong Kong in a way many
haven't experienced.

After my first night of real protests, | instantly
fell in love with the idea of journalism. The
help that | received from locals and other
journalists is something that | have not once
experienced since. A day and a half later |
flew home, temporarily.

Once home, | returned to work and | was
miserable. | decided to purchase my first real
camera, quick my job within a week and flew
back to Hong Kong for another month. The
friendships, the experiences and the
passions for journalism | found in Hol

is directly.

Responsible for who | am today. The city, the
people and the food was absolutely
captivating. My only regret is that | didn't do
it sooner. | love Hong Kong.

. Anassagora
agora

A family friend, who lived there. He'd always
tell me of this crazy, bustling city with
intimidating skyscrapers always lit around
the clock and streets drenched in neon
lights. Always left in me a sense of wonder;
and | have to say, after visiting, | was blown
away even more.




& AnneCharlotte LeDiot

Repying to
Reading Yoko Tsuno comics, featuring Kai
Tak airport. | flew through once too, in 1996.
In 2000 1st visit. Saw the bay through a
window at the hotel (now Intercontinental).
Jaw dropped. Shock @

640 AM - 3 Mar 2021

Replying to @flowhk

CCPEARYICHZEBofeLE,

Jem. i RN EB AFATLBHREADE
WEEZ B,
CCPDEZLFEADEZDENEMY feh
STEBHICEBICBOERLT oMY <
TWELI,

SIEFIEET,

HE

Repiying to
Words are not enough for me to pu
emotions and feelings together.

It was a life-changing moment and | never
felt like an outsider from the first time | came
to Hongkong. It's the first place that let me
feel that there's no wrong about my cultural /
racial / any sort of identity

‘- \‘_V_‘

Yearned to visit for what felt like a lifetime.
Went in 2019 and found myself in awe of the
numerous layers to the city & people. | also
marched down Nathan Rd & added my voice
for the 5 demands. I've now aligned my own
business w/a HK company to promote
democracy & culture in.

. Naychi_Win

I've known about the name "Hong Kong"
through movies since | was young. But the
first time that | really got to know the
HongKongers is through the protest anthem
"Glory to Hong Kong". | saw how you are
fighting for Democracy with brave spirits.
Justice will prevail in Hong Kong!

Joshua Wong! The capability of a person to
create a wave at an age around mine took
me by awe. Well, that was the start to my
research on Hong Kong.

5
o source : M Jashua Wong

SN B IR

o=

Lived in Hong Kong as an expat! What a
great city to have lived in! It hurst seeing it
being taken down by communist CCP.

. Wandere E Asia (pseudonym) @

As someone growing up in Southeast Asia, |
always had a sense of Hong Kong from
popular culture—music, movies, television
shows, books. Hong Kong, with its common
colonial legacy, seemed familiar, yet
different. There was always a sense of
competition with Hong Kong. People from
Hong Kong somehow seemed to be faster,
smarter, craftier—sneaky, nasty even.

Then | got to Hong Hong and started to meet
regular Hong Kongers, even living in Hong
Kong for a time. | realized they dislike the big
business elites and their excesses as much
as me. | also discovered ordinary Hong
Kongers to be creative, hospitable, helpful,
and thoughtful. Qualities | did not expect
from people living in a big, competitive city.
Hong Kongers could be a bit cautious,
sometimes this has to do with the language
barrier. Reaching out and trying to engage
people in Cantonese made a big difference
for me. That's how | came to learn
Cantonese.

It hurts me to see the efforts to crush Hong
Kong and Hong Kongers, and how they are
being ill-treated today. It feels like watching
someone dear to me stuck in an abusive
relationship that is only getting worse.
However, | have great faith in the resilience
of Hong Kongers and their ability to
prevail—as they always have.

#WeAreAllHongKongers
#StandWithHongKong

Replying to @

Maybe it sounds funny,but i believe it was
#HongKong calling me in a way. 1st visit in
2005 felt like coming home. Many more visits
followed. It ended up in a strong®.Now i
suffer with the City and its People.lts so
wrong whats going on.But so clear to
#StandWithHongKong ®@Q

21 21
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